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Qb:(tjri:;tcomprehension skill is a basic tool for all students, hence, the importay
e

ors in the education industry to clearly idense
il nzzdnlt;?rresggz;eghzgj;;)srege;sion needs. Against this backdr)c/)p, ;]r:gztu”;
;;ago::als;lzje d the reading comprehension needs of students of English lang eof;
c:IIeges of education in Kwara State, Nigeria. Specifically, 600 studens .,
involved in  the “study. The instrument ‘used was a resegrcher designeg
questionnaire structured into sections A and. B. Research questions were raiseg
and answered using ordinary percentage, while the hyp_otheses were tested with .
test. The major findings indicated that, students’ reading needs did not diffe o,
accounts of students’ gender and types of college. One of the recommendatiop
was that colleges of education teachers should update their understanding of ihe
reading- process -and ‘appropriate -instructional techniques for teaching reading
comprehension. “Also, it was recommended that good books be provided g
motivate students for greater performance in reading.

Keywords :
Reading comprehension needs, Reading performance, School type

Introduction

Reading is.an essential tool for the acquisition of all kinds of human knowledge.

Reading is a process whereby information stored in boo
i ore d
utiized for a variety of purposas, in books can be processed an

Olajide (1991)
Creative faculties of |
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. nature of the human language has led to a lot of innovations in
The dynam'® o language elements‘and features that had not attracted much
nguage use. n;st are NOW generating schollarly discussions. lp view of the
Iaﬁen on, in the %ing' comprehension to the achievement of educational goals, in
ﬁnpoﬁa eo g‘;: of education, results of this study will be useful to students,

akers and researchers.

oncept of Riaaiggn see reading as a tool, a discipline and the key that
i and Law;'; literacy, wisdom and the gateway to understanding all other
s zch o0l curriculum. Reading is therefore a basic life skill, and the
iacts I for a child's success in school, and, indeed, throughout life. It is the
comerstons ostructing meaning from written texts. Skilled reading can thus be

- o as constructive, fluent, strategic and motivating.
describe itz (2003) has observed that reading is the most complex of the human

Sluay\gea ding in any language poses a challenge, but reading in English is
Mnguo?sﬁ difficult, especially for second language learners. They re-echoed the

amcm;ﬂ;[’1y o Of'reading involves personal choice, emerging from a complex mix

fa;c_t ?;?ests feelings, and ideas. Shaywitz (2003) further stated that reading is the
Oct'i[\]ration of prior knowledge and schemata, engagement with the text, meta-
io gniive control, generation of ideas and emotions, integration with existing
nowledge and feelings, judgment and evaluation.

However, the above definitions are insufficient to help us understand the true
nature of reading abilities, because they do not convey that a reader has several
possible purposes for reading; neither do they explain how reading is carried out as
a cognitive process that operates under time constraint.

Needs Analysis in English (ESL)

Needs analysis includes all the activities used to collect information about students'
learning needs, wants, wishes, desires, etc. Specifically, Nunan (1988) has
identified two different types of needs analysis useful in language syllabus design.
The first is learner analysis, while the second is task analysis. Learner analysis is
based on information about the learner, while task analysis is based on information
about what activities (tasks) learners would perform with language. Needs can be
described as something like the gap between what is and what should be. Thus,
what ig considered as a “need” is a matter for agreement and judgement,
depeﬂglng on the ideological preconceptions of the analysts.

Ajleye (2002) has observed that needs analysis is an approach to course
planning and curriculum design in language teaching. The process also sometimes
nvolves looking at the expectations and requirements of other interested parties
(S)l;:h as e teacher/teacher's aide/tutor, administrators, financial supporters, aqd
me‘r?nfbpeome Who may be impacted by the programme (such as students' family
Ieame?srs orlemplo'yers).' Ajileye (2002) has stated further that the reading needs of
eipose d(iof‘d be investigated by finding out the kind of reading materials they are
extent Iea(r)' and the kinds of reading tasks they are expected to perform; to what

Vet Ners understand the language of a text or what kinds of problem they
learners ﬁr? d9;°§?§3 of extracting main points from a text, and to what extent t.he
aSsigned 1 ]th ifficult to do a critical reading and cope with the volume of reading
Consuming, or item. N99d8 analysis can be very formal, extensive and time
Ccor('iing t???t?e informal, narrowly focused and quick. .

Process for specific an (2005); needs analysis procedures were used as init
ation of behavioural objectives, which then explored different

216
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ELI
tions and lexis in a more detaileq
ts such as functions, no  Manp,
f{::g:ig:’d‘;e:nalysls is warmly embraced as an approach to course dasign [hif,;‘; -

s mainly on leamers’ needs. , The

focuses mainly avs of Interpreting needs, the concept of learning neg ¢ b
e valrio‘l:s y Z s: as what the leamer wants to do with the |, * &

: n two ways: ; o \ e
on:;_g\riiz'fgﬂ‘;‘iﬂnm on of nyeeds) which relates to terminal objectives or the o, . e
Lt . and what the leamer needs to do, t0 actually acquire the languag, (3 Sec
leaming; al od dafinition of needs) which relates to tradntlonal/means of learnip, =
Dmce:s-o:\?;t conte'xt and contant analysis seems 10 have a dlrect' Correlation vy, in f

. ow mprehansion needs of students, which is the focus of this paper, |y , oo
ToaEing Gorh ' ain duties and skill level required, Hg, Dis
alysis which saeks to specify the m . : onge
Ay derstand the reading comprehension proea..
there is the need for students to un . , a5
riate instructional techniques and materjg).: Dat
skills, methods, strategles, the approp ‘ Sin .
the leaming process of reading comprehension. N
stur
Purpose of the Paper _ : _
The primary purpose of this paper is to .analyze tgtitr eall\tjihlng.needs of English Del
language students of '::ollegctets ofpe:ggczgflon in Kwara State, Nigeria. Thi
In specific terms, we have aftem g A , frec
p1. Find out if the reading needs. of :Enghsh Ignguage students in Kwar
State Colleges of Education differ on the basis of gender. | Tai
2. Find out if the reading needs of English Ignguage students in Kwar, Ge
State Colleges of Education differ on the basis of school type. ~Va
| | Fer
Research Questions - =~ : . Tol
This paper has attempted to provide answers to the following questions: .
1. s there any significant difference in students’ reading needs based o Tal
gender? ‘ b _ .
2. Is there any significant difference in students’ reading needs based on N
school type? Tal
Research Hypotheses “Bu
The following null hypotheses have been raised and tested: Pri
HO1: There is no significant difference in male and female students’ reading To!
needs. =l
HO2: There is no significant difference in students’ reading needs based on school ?;’l
type.
pul
Scope of the Study "
The study on analysis of the reading needs of students in colleges of education in T:.
ﬁ\i;f;f:as}?:.sli\llgerllla. has <f:0\éered all the six colleges of education in Kwara State, 55
. X colleges of education have been i due
oAl few Hlmbars. purposively used as samples Ho
Significance of the Study

Itis believed that the students, who are the recipients of every effort put in place (0

l{_f;lprove teaching of reading would benefit greatly from the outcome of this study-
s would help them to be abreast of approaches and strategies of tex!
comprehension, and would also help to facilitate their general academic progress.

Six hundred (600) 100 level NCE students m
. ade up of h ts from
each of the six colleges were selected for this studs. e L
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ms;mmentatio"far“gﬂza;?ug; I\':::Znresearcher-designed questionnaj

inStr{J/:]r?:éleg Questionnaire” (SVQ), which was used to elicitl?nnfg?rlrr]:’ti;? tfmed
«gudent ents. The questionnaire was structured into Sections A and B, Se rt?m
hi demographic‘informgtion of the s_tudent's ggnder, and school tybe- @ﬁ‘,’,g
A $0U8 8 focused on identifying the reading needs in relation 1o the huma'n and
.ol needs of the respondents.' The questionnaire consisted twenty (20) items
maten { direct questions on which the respondents provided answers o four

. 4rm 0
in if:tr;;;(e rttype scale of Strongly Agree (SA), Agree (A), Disagree (D) ang Strongly

pisagree (SD)-

s Techniques
d through Section B are here analysed using t-test statistical

ertain if gender and school type affect the reading needs of the

pata Ana'y5i
Data collecte
iechnique to asC
students.

pemographic Characteristics of the Respondents
This section describes personal information of the respondents (students) using
frequency counts and percentage. The output is shown below:

Table 1: Gender Distribution of the Students

Gender Frequency Percentage
“Male 306 51.0

Female 294 49.0

Total 600 100.0

Source: The Present Study
Table 1 above shows that out of 600 sampled students, 306 (51%) were males

while the rest 294 (49%) were females.

Table 2: School Type Distribution of the Students

School Types Frequency Percentage
Public 198 33.0
Private 402 67.0
Total 600 100.0

Source: The Present Study
Tablg 2 above shows that out of the sampled 600 students, 198 (33%) are from the
public schools while the rest 402 (67%) are students from private schools.

Hypothesis Testing
The Hypotheses postulated for this study have been tested using t-test statistical

technique at 0.05 level of significance. ,
01 There is no significant difference in male and female students' reading needs.
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eading Needs

R . |
d Female Iculated t-  Critj
Table 3: The I-test Analysis on Male Z" D1 Ca cal

St value t-valye
varlables  No  Mean

had been placed on di

Male 3,12
Reading 906  37.02

s 508 367 1.960
nee

Female 4.09
Reading 204 3729 T
Needs 0.05

it ignificance = | i
Critical level of sign! - S
Source: The Present Studyd ot calculated tvalue l

o el of significance. Since 1
Table 3 above has Indelcg;‘; ree of freedom, at 0-0l5 '::V Hypothesis 1 is therefc)r:
value is 1.960 with 591 s than the critlcé}l f“’a; 'rence in the reading needs ¢
calculated t.valuerls ;ztthere is no significant diffe
is implies
accepted. This implié

; ish students.
ducation English stu O
= qglri?f?:aﬁz Zifference in the reading needs of students from priyay,
Hoz: There is no S

and public schools.

le 4: The t-test analysis on the reading needs of students from priyate
Table 4: -

and public colleges of education Std Df  Calculated t- | Critica]
variables No  Mean value t-value
Private

Reading 198 - 36.60 3.73

il 508 1057 1.960
Public

Reading 402 3742 3.55

Needs

Critical level of significance = 0.05
Source: The Present Study
Table 4 above has indicated that the calculated t-value is 1.057 and the critical t-

value JS 1.960 with 598 degree of freedom. Since the calculated t-value is less than
the critical t-value, Hypothesis 2 is also accepted.
significant difference in the readin

colleges of education English students,

hav;a affected the result.
N conclusion, the r ‘
eSults of thig stt_udy Could have pean different if emphasis

ati ' |
on of skills ang Strategies, nature of fluent
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draw meaning from a text and interpret meaning, among

ility t0
concern of future researchers.

datiOf‘iss stud could be of great importance to the English language
education, parents, students, government, textbook writers
All stakeholders must do the right thing to improve the
_ For instance, teachers should employ the various
re-reading, reading and post-reading instructional
- o the reading process to facilitate reading comprehension instructions as
pha students’ comprehension abllltleg. Parents should buy books and
vl 8 e their children to read novels, comics, newspapers, magazines at home
of r?nges necessary for students to create more time and interest in reading:
e um planners and developers .should know the area of content in need of
and inclusion in redesigning curriculum. Lastly, government should
d libraries to improve students reading skills in the language.

en
pcomm
?h& Ollt("(_)r:ne ﬁeges of
{
ache | m developers-

Lo y at hand
st ibedded at the P

U
current

attention .
provide well-equippe
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