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The study specifically draws upon Posteolonial Frantz )
and Fairclough's socio-cultural and socio-economic discourse appr es to
CDA (Fairclough, 2010; Wodak & Meyer, 2009). The theories offer valuat

frameworks for exanuning the discursive strategies and tdeologlellm 8
that are pncscm in Prmdcm Bola Ahmed Tmubus inaugural s '_' M -

interpretation (pmccssmg) and explananon (socnal practlce) (Fairclougt
2003). By applying these models, the study will meticulously exm 3
President Tinubu effectively utilises the English language to oommm.lm E
messages to the public during his inaugural speech to Nigerians. However, th
study aims not only to understand the president's message but also unveil the
deeper societal and ideological constructs embedded within his discourse,
Post-colonial theory, rooted in the critique of colonial power str ucture
and Eurocentric narratives, provides a critical framework for the w,
in which language, culture and identity are shaped by colonial legaclwl Asheroft
et al., 2000). Within this theoretical paradigm, discourse analysis serves a
methodological tool for interrogating the construction of meaning, pows
relations, and ideologies within texts (Fairclough, 1995). By exa
language use, rhetorical strategies and discursive practices, scholars
uncover hidden power dynamics and contest dominant narratives in p
societies (Spivak, 1988).Van Dijk's critical discourse analy
emphasises the examination of language as a social practice that 1
relations, social structures and ideological formations.This the

comprehensive analysis of the linguistic choices and discou
feployed 4o sbape public percsption.
VanDljkalgwsthatlanguagelsnotneumlbm car
mdlhmughCDA,mdmscanunwmtln 1
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Methodology

This research employed a qualitative research methodology, specifically
a critical discourse analysis (CDA) approach to examine President Tinubu's
inaugural speech, through the lens of Post-colonial Frantz Fanon, Teun van
Dijk’s, and Fairclough's Three-Dimensional Model of Discourse theories.
CDA is particularly well-suited for this study as it allows for an in-depth
exploration of language use, power relations, and discursive strategies within 2
specific socio-political context. Drawing on insights from Fairclough's three-
dimensional framework, the analysis focused on the textual, discursive and
social dimensions of the speech to uncover underlying power dynamics and
ideological positioning (Fairclough, 2013). The primary data source for this
study includes President Bola Ahmed Tinubu inaugural speech delivered on
May 29", 2023 which was subjected to detailed linguistic and rhetorical analysis.

Textual analysis involved examining the linguistic features (lexical
choices and metaphorical expressions), discursive devices, and narrative
structures employed in the speech to construct and reinforce specific ideologies
and power relations. Hence, discursive analysis delved into the broader
discursive strategies and patterns evident in the speech, considering how
language i1s used to shape meaning and influence perceptions of political
authority and legitimacy. Finally, social analysis attempts to situate the speech
within its socio-political context, considering factors such as historical
background, audience reception, and broader power dynamics within Nigerian
society (van Dijk, 1998).Overall, this research methodology provides a
comprehensive and nuanced understanding of the ways in which language.
power, and politics intersect in President Tinubu's Inaugural speech and its
implications for post-colonial governance in Nigeria.
Data Analysis

The analysis of data from President Ahmed Tinubu's Inaugural speech followed
comprehensive approaches integrating qualitative method of analysis in the
examination of the 3592 words in the speech. Post-colonial, Van Dijk's and Fairclough's
three-dimensional model - comprising description, interpretation, and explanation,
provided a structured framework for the analysis. The analysis method focuses both the
structure and content of the speech. This framework facilitates a deeper understanding
of the speech's context and implications within broader societal norms. By integrating
these various theoretical frameworks and analytical tools,
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the study aimed at providing insightful analysis of the speech, shedc
light on both its linguistic aspeets and socio-cultural implications. -
Discursive blralegies and Structural Processes
Upon examining the First Inaugural specch by President Bola A_ ¢
Tinubu, several specific words and phrases are identified as they shape meanin
social relation, and power dynamics. In analysing the language used, it
essential to identify loaded or biased language, euphemisms, and politicall
charged terms. Let's explore some items related to lexical choices "‘
metaphorical expressions as used in the speech:
Excerpt 1: "1 stand beforc you honoured to assume the sacred mandate
you have given me.” 5
Sacred mandate: conveys a sense of divine endorsement and elevates th
President's election to a higher level of significance. By framing the mandate‘.
“sacred”, itnot only emphasizes the President's legitimacy but also establishes:
moral authority that can influence social relations and power dynamics wi
the country. It positions the President as a chosen leader, instilling a sense of trus
and faith in his ability to govern the nation Nigeria. g
Excerpt 2: “Asanation, we have long ago decided to march beyond the
dimness of night into the open day of renewed national hope”. _
Dimness of night: The phrase "dimness of night" stands out as a
metaphorical expression used to describe the challenges and difficulties faced by
the nation. By employing this visual imagery, the President creates a sense of
struggle and adversity, suggesting that the country has endured hardships and
setbacks. This language serves to evoke empathy and solidarity among the
citizens, positioning the President as a leader who can guide the nation toward‘ ;
brighter future, It reinforces the power dynamics by presenting the President as
beacon of hope and progress, capable of leading the country out of .1
metaphorical darkness.
Excerpt 3: “For many years, Nigeria's critics have trafficked the rumour
that our nation will break apart, even perish.” ;
Trafficked the rumour: The phrase "trafficked the rumour" in the Addres
by President Bola Ahmed Tinubu refers to the intentional spread of fals
information or baseless claims by Nigeria's critics, believed to have conveye
negative connotations, suggesting that, these critics have engaged i
manipulative tactics to undermine the nation Nigeria. The term "nrafficked
implies a deliberate and harmful act, drawing a parallel with the illegal trade ¢
goods associated with illicitactivities. By using this term, the President portrays
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the critics as engaging in deceptive practices and potentially having ulterior
motives. The phrase implies that the rumours spread by these critics have
gained significant infractions, leading to a climate of doubt or negative
perception about Nigeria.

The expression positions the critics as adversaries who are actively working to
tarnish the nation's reputation domestically and internationally. The use of the word
"rumour" suggests that the information being spread lacks credibility or factual basis,
indicating that, the critics have disseminated unfounded claims or exaggerated
accounts about Nigeria. This language casts a doubt on the veracity of the
information and underscores the need for critical evaluation and evidence-based
analysis. Therefore, the President presents himself as someone who is aware of
these rumours and is determined to counteract their effects, emphasising the
importance of addressing and correcting false narratives.

Excerpt 4: “As citizens, we declare as one unified people devoted to one unified
national cause, that as long as this world exists, NIGERIASHALL EXIST.”

The phrase "NIGERIA SHALL EXIST" carries significant linguistic and
discursive implications, shaping meaning, social relations and power dynamics
within the Nigerian context. This statement serves as a powerful assertion of
national unity and resilience, reinforcing the collective identity of Nigerians and
their shared commitment to the survival and progress of their nation.
Linguistically, the use of Capital Letters in "N/IGERIA SHALL EXIST"
emphasises the importance and prominence of the nation. The phrase employs
strong and assertive language, projecting a sense of determination and certainty.
The verb "shall” conveys a sense of obligation and inevitability, suggesting that
the existence of Nigeria is not merely a possibility but an imperative that cannot
be questioned.

Discursively, "NIGERIA SHALL EXIST" creates a sens¢ of national
solidarity and cohesion. It asserts that regardless of the challenges, Nigeria will
endure and thrive. By invoking the prayers, sacrifices and resilience of the
Nigerian people, the phrase bolsters a collective narrative of overcoming
adversity and offers a unifying vision for the future. It fosters a shared sense of
belonging and national pride, transcending differences in creed, ethnicity or
place of birth. Moreover, the phrase "NIGERIA SHALL EXIST" has implications
for power dynamics within the Nigerian society. It positions the speaker,
President Tinubu, as a custodian and guardian of the nation's destiny. By
invoking the torch of human progress and pledging to govern on behalf of the
people, the statement implies a commitment to serve and lead with humility,
compassion and inclusivity. It establishes a social contract between the
government and the citizens, emphasising the accountability of those in power.
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Excerpt §: "Reach out to all but never put down a single person for holding
views contrary to our own.”

This statement emphasises the importance of tolerance, inclusivity and
open dialogue in a democratic society. The phrase "holding views contrary to
our own" highlights the existence of diverse opinions and perspectives within
the Nigerian population. The use of the word "contrary” suggests a divergence
or opposition of ideas, indicating that not every Nigerian shares the same views
or beliefs. This recognition of divergent viewpoints is crucial for fostering a
pluralistic society where individuals are encouraged to express their opinions
freely. Discursively, "holding views contrary to our own" contributes to creating
a culture of tolerance and respect for differing opinions.

Acknowledging the legitimacy of opposing views, the statement
promotes open dialogue and exchange of ideas. It implies that the government,
under President Tinubu's leadership, will not suppress or dismiss dissenting
voices, but instead engage with them constructively. This approach fosters a
more inclusive and democratic system, where it implicates power dynamics
within Nigerian society. It therefore suggests willingness on the part of
government to listen and engage with its citizens, even when their views
challenge the prevailing ideology. This commitment to open dialogue can help
to bridge divides and build trust between the government and the people. It also
signals a shift towards a more participatory and inclusive governance model,
where decision-making is informed by a range of perspectives.

Excerpt 6: “The question we now ask ourselves is whether to remain faithful to
the work inherent in building a better society or retreat into the shadows of our
unmet potential.”

The phrase "retreat into the shadows of our unmet potential” is a
metaphorical representation of a choice faced by the nation, suggesting that,
there is a risk of stagnation and missed opportunities if the country does not
continue its journey towards progress and development. The metaphor of
"shadows" conveys a sense of obscurity, uncertainty and underachievement. By
using this metaphor, President Tinubu evokes a powerful image of the nation's
potential being obscured and unfulfilled, emphasizing the need to avoid
complacency and strive for growth. It suggests that the nation has the capacity to
achieve greatness but must actively pursue it, rather than remain stagnant or
complacent.
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In terms of social relations and power dynamics, the metaphor highlights the role
of collective responsibility and agency. It also stresses that the decision to
embrace the nation's potential or retreat from it lays in the hands of the citizens as
a collective entity, thereby calls for unity and shared commitment in actualizing
the nation's aspirations, notwithstanding the forces or factors that hinder the
nation's progress. These are represented by shadows and could include social,
economic or political challenges. By acknowledging these obstacles, President
Tinubu conveys a sense of determination and resilience in overcoming them,
suggesting that the nation can transcend its limitations and achieve its finest
destiny.
Ideologies and Discourse Properties
Ideologies are systems of belief and ideas of a group. They form the

foundation of the social analysis on the representations, identities and practices
of group members. They are signaled through discourse properties which relate
to group ideals, value and relations; all of which are extremely connected to
group's sets of opinions and practices. The focus is on the specific identification
and categorisation of expressions or the discourses that signal or suggest the
perspectives, opinions, interests, positions or other markers of groups in the
sampled speech. Therefore, these categorisations are in segments. Three
ideologies are observed in the study namely: Reformist, optimist and economist
ideologies. They are signaled by discursive strategies that are in turn connected
Iby lexical processes.
Reformist Ideology
. In the excerpt below, the African leader imbued by Reformist ideology
‘post-colonial and Faircloughi an perspectives, encourage his hearers to the
course of positive development in the coming years. The signaled ideology
relating to the possibility of improvement in human conditions through
erted efforts is inherent in the discourse, specifically in the expressions:
aiming National Identity:
ixcerpt 7: "Our burdens may make us bend at times, but they shall never break

. Instead, we stand forth as Africa's most populous nation and as the best hope

| strongest champion of the Black Race."
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President Tinubu's statement on national identity “we stand forth as
Africa’s most populous nation “employs powerful language to construct a
specific image of Nigeria's greatness and the need to fulfill its destiny as a unified
and prosperous nation. President Tinubu challenges the notion of Nigeria's
potential demise propagated by critics, positioning Nigeria as a resilient and
influential “strongest champion of the Black Race" African nation. His statement
utilises metaphors of strength and resilience "bend at times, but never break" to
counter negative narratives about Nigeria's future. It emphasises size "Africa’s
most populous nation" and leadership "best hope" and "strongest champion” to
position Nigeria as a dominant force. However, this framing risks overlooking
internal challenges and potentially reinforces an "us vs. them" mentality.

President Tinubu's statement reveals an ideology centered on national
pride and a sense of pan-Africanism. The emphasis on overcoming burdens and
emerging as Africa's leading nation suggests a strong belief in Nigerian
exceptionalism. This ideology positions Nigeria as a powerful force with a
responsibility to uplift the continent. It aligns with ideas of national
rejuvenation, often associated with nationalist movements. The focus on the
Black Race hints at a Pan-Africanist ideology. It seeks to unite Nigerians under a
shared racial identity, potentially fostering solidarity with other African nations.
However, this framing risks overlooking Nigeria's internal ethnic diversity and
potentially fueling tensions within the country.

Decolonizing Political Traditions:

Excerpt 8: "The peaceful transition from one government to another is now our
political tradition. This handover symbolizes our trust in God, our enduring faith
in representative governance and our belief in our ability to reshape this nation
into the society it was always meant to be."

President Tinubu highlights the peaceful transition “The peaceful
transition from one government to another is now our political tradition “of
power as a political tradition, symbolising Nigeria's trust in God(transcends a
mere event and becomes a symbolic act),faith in representative governance and
the nation's ability to reshape itself. This emphasis on democratic principles
challenges the colonial legacy of authoritarian rule on colonized territories.
“This peaceful transition “emphasizes self-determination and empowers
Nigerians to shape their own political destiny. And, the focus on “God and faith”
In representative governance highlights a potential bridge between tradition and
modernity. The expression acknowledges the importance of pre-colonial values,
while embracing democratic principles. The belief in “reshaping the
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nation " suggests a rejection of the colonial mold. It implies a vision for a future
builton Nigerian aspirations, not imposed structures.
Socioeconomic Development:
Excerpt 9: "We shall remodel our economy to bring about growth and
development through job creation, food security, and an end of extreme poverty.”
President Tinubu's vision for socioeconomic development encapsulates
a comprehensive strategy aimed at uplifting the nation through targeted
initiatives that prioritise economic growth, job creation, poverty alleviation, and
enhanced social services. By articulating a clear agenda that encompasses key
areas of concern “through job creation, food security, and an end of extreme
poverty”, Tinubu demonstrates a commitment to foster a more equitable,
prosperous, and inclusive nation. Central to Tinubu's economic agenda is the
objective of remodelling the economy to catalyse growth and development. This
ambition underscores a transformative approach that seeks to overhaul existing
systems and structures to create a more dynamic and resilient economic
environment. By focusing on key drivers of economic progress such as job
creation, food security, and poverty reduction, Tinubu aims to address
fundamental challenges while laying the groundwork for sustainable prosperity.
Optimist Ideology
Analysing President Bola Ahmed Tinubu's inaugural speech through a Post-
colonial and Faircloughian lens reveals the presence of an optimist ideology.
The speech emphasises the potential and resilience of Nigeria as a nation, while
also addressing the challenges and aspirations of its diverse population. Here are
some relevant lexical examples from the speech:
Excerpt 10: “We have endured hardships that would have made other societies
crumble.”
Nigerians have passed through “endured hardships” some unjustifiable tests of
hardship ranging from inflation, insecurity, economic devastation, political
upheaval, religious turmoil, corruption, unmerited policies, poverty and
Joblessness among others along Nigeria's democratic years of governance which
spans several administrations. The highlighted expression above suggests that,
the speaker present himself as a member of the same group as his hearers. The
expression above equally acknowledges the challenges Nigeria has faced in the
past, but emphasises the nation's ability to overcome them would have made
other societies crumble, reflecting an optimistic outlook.
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Excerpt 11: "We shall remodel our economy to bring about growth and
development.”

This phrase above highlights the intention to transform and improve
“bring about growth and development " the Nigerian economy, demonstrating
an optimistic belief in the country's capacity for economic progress. Having kept
these problems at the back of his mind, the incoming president uses his diction to
convince his audience of what plans he has for Nigerians
Economist Ideology
The following provides insights into the economist ideology reflected in
President Tinubu's speech:

Economic Policies: GDP Growth and Unemployment Reduction:
Excerpt 12: "On the economy, we target a higher GDP growth and to

significantly reduce unemployment."

President Tinubu underscores the goal “we target a higher GDP growth”
of achieving higher GDP growth and significantly reducing unemployment rates
in Nigeria. This reflects an economist ideology that prioritises economic
development and job creation. In terms of the use of plural personal pronouns,
the statement "On the economy, we target a higher GDP growth and to
significantly reduce unemployment" effectively utilizes the pronoun "we." The
plural personal pronoun "we" signifies a collective or group effort, indicating
that the speaker, along with others, is involved in the endeavor to achieve a
higher GDP growth and reduce unemployment. This pronoun creates a sense of
inclusivity and shared responsibility, suggesting a collaborative approach
towards addressing economic challenges. By using "we," the statement implies
that multiple individuals or entities are working together towards the common
goal of economic improvement. The use of the plural pronoun also enhances the
persuasive power of the statement, as it implies a broader consensus and support
for the proposed targets. Moreover, the inclusion of "we" fosters a sense of unity
and collective accountability, encouraging a shared commitment to the
economic objectives outlined. Overall, the use of the plural personal pronoun
"we" effectively conveys a collaborative and cooperative stance, emphasizing
the joint efforts of the speaker and others in targeting higher GDP growth and
reducing unemployment,

Budgetary Reform and Industrial Policy:

350



Honouring the Imprints of HRM, Oba Professor Stephen Billy Olajide

Excerpt 13: "First, budgetary reform stimulating the economy without
engendering inflation will be instituted. Second, industrial policy will utilize the
full range of fiscal measures to promote domestic manufacturing and lessen
import dependency.”

The speech highlights the implementation of “budgetary reforms” to
stimulate economic growth without causing inflation. Additionally, an
industrial policy will be adopted to promote domestic manufacturing and reduce
import dependency. This reflects an economist ideology that emphasises fiscal
measures and self-sufficiency.

Reviewing Monetary Policy:

Excerpt 14: "Monetary policy needs thorough housecleaning. The
Central Bank-must work towards a unified exchange rate" and "Interest
rates need to be reduced to increase investment and consumer
purchasing."

President Tinubu stresses the need for thorough "Monetary policy needs
thorough housecleaning " housecleaning of monetary policy, including working
towards “The Central Bank must work towards a unified exchange rate” a
unified exchange rate, reducing interest rates, and reviewing currency swap
policies. This reflects an economist ideology that prioritizes monetary stability,
investment, and economic growth.

Conclusion

The critical discourse analysis of President Bola Ahmed Tinubu's
Inaugural speech provides valuable insights into the power dynamics, language.
and democratic processes within the Nigerian post-colonial context. The study
employed post-colonial, socio-cultural and socio-economic discourse
approaches to uncover hidden ideologies, hegemonic practices, and the
reproduction of power relations within the discourse. Through the analysis of
discursive strategies, structural processes, and lexical structures, the research
reveals how President Tinubu's speech reflects and perpetuates existing power
structures in Nigeria. The findings shed light on the role of language in shaping
public opinion, maintaining dominance, and highlighting the potentia’
implications for democratic processes and social justice.
Equally, the study highlights the importance of analysing political discours.
within post-colonial contexts to understand the intricate dynamics of powe:
identity, and representation. It emphasises the significance of the speech and it
discursive strategies in comprehending the role of language in shaping politica
dynamics. By focusing on President Tinubu's Inaugural speech, the research fill
a notable gap in the scholarly exploration of political rhetoric in specific
Nigerian contexts as it contributes to the broader understanding of post-colonia’
governance and the enduring legacies of colonialism on political discursive
practice.
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Recommendations
Based on the findings of this study, the following recommendations are made:

L.

rJ

There is a need for further research on the discursive strategies employed
by political leaders in Nigeria, particularly during significant events such
as Inaugural speeches. This will no doubt provide a more comprehensive
understanding of how language is used to shape public opinion and
perpetuate power structures.

. Future studies should explore the impact of these discursive strategies on

democratic processes and social justice within the Nigerian post-colonial
context.

. Policymakers and political leaders should be aware of the power of language

and discourse in shaping public perception and maintaining dominance.
They should strive for transparency, inclusivity, and accountability in their
communication with the public. It is crucial to foster a culture of open
dialogue and critical engagement with political speeches to ensure a more
informed and participatory democratic process.

. Media organizations and civil society should play an active role in examining

and scrutinising political discourse, providing a platform for diverse
perspectives and promoting transparency and accountability.

. Lastly, the study highlights the importance of incorporating critical discourse

analysis into educational curricula, particularly in the fields of political
science, communication, and linguistics. By equipping students with the
tools to analyse and deconstruct political rhetoric, so they can develop a
critical understanding of power dynamics and contribute to the promotion
of democratic ideals and social justice.
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