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Locution  Illocution  Perlocution  
BAALE:  
But...didn’t anyone hear them at all?  Directive. Asking for information 

from the other interlocutor.  
A response 
from 
MOSUDI.  

MOSUDI:  
It was the rain last night!  
Gave them a good cover.  

Assertive. Explaining why 
"anyone" could not "hear them at 
all".  

 

 

Locution  Illocution  Perlocution  

MAMA TOKUNBO:  
Yeah, yeah -pah! What is - 
They have killed me again!  
I am ruined, ruined!  

Expressive act. 
Lamenting the 
emotional ordeal 
of "MAMA 
TOKUNBO"  

Ultimately, the utterance 
will implore the sympathy of 
individuals available at such 
speech event  

 



Locution  Illocution  Perlocutio n 

OLUODE:  
Well then, Bose, go and call Asiriabo, 
or rather, no, let Usman go instead!  

This is not the moment for the Okin  
who picks herfeet gingerly on the 
ground!  

We need haste!  

Directives (Acts 1 -3) and 
Assertives (Acts 4 & 5).  

The directves  commanded 
the addressee to carry out 
an errand, while the 
assertives state known 
facts about the "Bose" and 
the situation.  

A response from 
BOSE.  

BOSE: 
Let me go. I'll be fast, I promise!  

Directive, Assertive and 
Commissive (the 3 acts 
occur in that order ). 

A response from 
GBADEGESIN.  

GBADEGESIN:  
Alright go together, you and Usman.  

Directive. Commanding 
the addressee to carry out 
an action.  

The addressees 
leave the scene.  
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Locution Illocution Perlocution 
KUKU: 
The Police, Baale? The Police!  
(More laughter)  

A directive and an 
assertive. 
The directive seeks to 
confirm what KUKU 
thought he heard from 
Baale. While the 
assertive confirms that 
he heard him right.  

Laughter from other 
participants and 
response from Baale  

BAALE: 
That's what I said!  

Assertive.  
Clearing KUKU's doubt.  

A response from another 
participant, LABO  

LABO: 
From Shaki?  

Directive. Requesting 
for more clarification 
from BAALE.  

An FTA from BAALE  

BAALE: 
No, from your mother's cunt!  
(His anger stops the laughter)  

Assertive. Replying 
LABO's directive  

Stopped the dying  
laughter from other 
participants.  
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Locution  Illocution  Perlocution  

KUKU:  
'Madam --- with all due 
respect --- 
Your head is not correct!'  

An assertive, abusing the 
addressee  

A response from the hearer.  

JOKO:  
'Whetin! I don die!  
Na me you dey  curse so!'  

Expressive, assertive (act 2 
& 3).  
The first act, expressive, 
expresses shock and the 
assertive describes the 
nature of the shock.  

A subsequent response 
from the addressee.  
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Locution  Illocution  Perlocution  

1st MECH:  Why e dey 
siddon dere? Why on top 
dat rock?  

Directives  An FTA response from the 
hearer  

2nd MECH:  How do I 
know? You worry too 
much.  

Expressive and Assertive  1st MECH: An FTA 
response from  

1st MECH:  And you fit 
sleep while fire dey burn 
for your roof. Why e go 
siddon for rock?  

Assertive and directive   
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Locution  Illocution  Perlocution  

INVESTOR:  

You’re sure he’ll be open to 
proposition?  

Directive (asking to know 
about a particular situation)  

A response from 
“Prospector”.  

PROSPECTOR:  

We all need partners. This is 
going to be a gargantuan 
operation. After this, we can 
tell those Delta trouble -
makers to go drink their 
petroleum.  

Assertives (two acts) and 
declarative.  
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Locution  Illocution  Perlocution  

PROSPECTOR:  

He’s our headache. The governor is on our side. He 
knows how to deal with stubborn goats –no, dogs. 
Dogs in the manger. That dog thinks he’s well 
positioned but we’ll flush him out. Pluck him down. 
Dislodge him. Take him out. Send him packing. 
Dispossess him. Immobilise him. Emasculate the 
bastard. Do I make myself clear?  

13 acts.  

Assertives (act 1 -
4), expressive 
(act 5), 
commisive (act 
6-12) and th e last 
act directive.  

An agreeing 
response from 
INVESTOR.  

INVESTOR:  

Clear enough.  

Declarative   

 



Locution  Illocution  Perlocution  

2nd FARMER: Forgive me. At first I 
thought it was Esu setting up his market 
place of confusion.  

Directive and 
assertive  

Pleading and a 
subsequent response 
from 1st FARMER.  

1st FARMER:  You’re not the first to 
think so. But no, he is no O risa -Esu or 
anyone else. He’s just Alapata.  

Assertives  (3 acts). 
Explaining a 
situation.  
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Locution  Illocution  Perlocution  

CLERIC: A salaam 
ailekum.  

Expressive (greeting)  Calls Alaba attention and 
also an FTA response from 
Alaba.  

ALABA: Ailekun a 
salaam. (Under his 
breath...) And peace too 
upon my calabash of palm 
wine - hypocrite!  

Expressive and directive.   
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